REPORT  FOR  1906. 


St.  Austell, 

January,  1907. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

ST.  AUSTELL 

Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  duty  again  devolves  on  me  to  compile  an  Annual  Report — 
according  to  instructions  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  This 
is  not  so  easy  to  accomplish,  considering  the  extent  of  the  district  and  its  large 
number  of  houses,  and  the  amount  of  sanitary  work  that  has  to  be  done. 
When  I  first  bceame  your  Medical  Officer  it  was  a  very  small  matter  indeed 
compared  to  what  it  now  is.  With  the  population  steadily  increasing,  and 
being  composed  chiefly  of  the  working  classes,  which,  I  need  scarcely  remind 
you,  require  constant  attention  and  supervision.  Added  to  this  there  are  also 
the  numerous  tables  that  the  Local  Government  Board  require  to  be  worked 
out,  the  filling  up  of  which  involves  a  vast  amount  of  time  and  labour,  and 
each  year  some  new  form  or  table  appears  to  be  added. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  has  been  of  a  general  character, 
with  some  exceptions  which  will  be  referred  to  in  detail  under  the  summary 
of  new  work  carried  out.  During  the  whole  of  the  year  Infectious  Diseases 
were  notified  in  some  parts  of  the  district,  and  although  I  have  to  report  that 
the  notifications  far  exceed  the  number  of  any  previous  year,  the  Mortality 
was  very  low  indeed.  The  Birth  Rate  is  steadily  decreasing,  but  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  the  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  since  I  have  been  your  Officer,  and 
as  far  as  I  can  ascertain  it  is  the  lowest  since  the  Public  Health  Act  came  into 
operation.  In  following  my  usual  practice  I  commence  with  the  Notifiable 
Diseases,  giving  a  short  resume  of  those  that  occurred  in  each  district,  and 
also  the  mortality. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  Fever,  or  Scarlatina  as  it  is  most  generally  called,  occurred 
in  all  the  districts  :  in  some  parts  it  was  more  prevalent  than  in  others,  and 
curiously  enough  when  the  schools  were  closed  the  cases  declined  ;  but  on  the 
re-opening  it  appeared  to  break  out  with  fresh  vigour.  The  general  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  schools  were  as  a  rule  satisfactory.  At  Lower  Sticker  the 
sanitary  arrangements  were  thoroughly  re-arranged,  and  some  improvement  has 
been  made  at  Nanpean.  Roche  is  still  under  consideration. 

In  the  Grampound  District  there  occurred  216  cases,  with  three 
deaths  ;  in  St.  Austell  District  133  cases,  with  three  deaths;  in  the  Fowey 
District  50  cases,  with  no  fatality  ;  and  in  Mevagissey  District  16  cases,  with 
no  fatality.  Altogether  there  were  415  cases,  with  six  deaths.  During 
December  the  schools  were  closed  for  part  of  the  month,  and  only  twelve  cases 
were  notified,  but  since  the  schools  opened  this  year  the  number  of  cases  has 
increased.  The  day  schools  are  not  the  only  means  of  this  and  other  allied 
diseases  spreading,  but  the  Sunday  schools,  and  the  several  shows  that  visit 
the  districts,  and  the  anniversaries  and  tea  treats  that  occur  during  the  summer 
months  also  contribute  to  this  end.  Carelessness  of  parents  is  also  another 
great  factor  :  it  was  a  common  occurrence  to  find  parents  and  other  members 
of  the  families  (while  the  disease  was  in  their  homes)  attending  chapel,  ^nd 
we  also  found  some  members  of  a  family  at  an  entertainment  while  others  of 
the  same  family  were  suffering  from  this  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  five  cases,  distributed  as  follows  :  in  St.  Austell  three, 
Fowey  District  one,  Grampound  District  one.  There  was  no  fatality.  On 
visiting  the  several  places  we  found  the  sanitary  arrangements  defective,  and 
had  notices  served  on  the  owners,  who  immediately  complied,  and  this  disease 
did  not  further  spread. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Three  cases  were  notified  :  two  in  St.  Austell  District  and  one  in 
Grampound  District,  there  being  no  fatality.  The  cases  were  very  mild,  and 
we  could  find  nothing  unsanitary  about  the  premises  visited. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Fifteen  cases  notified  as  follows  :  St.  Austell  District  four,  Fowey 
District  three,  Grampound  District  six,  Mevagissey  two  ;  one  case  was  fatal, 
which  was  due  to  an  accident,  and  occurred  at  Tywardreath.  Most  of  them 
were  in  aged  persons. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  was  also  a  fatal  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  at  Roche,  the  origin 
of  which  is  doubtful  ;  the  only  probable  cause  was  that  the  nurse  came  from  a 
district  where  there  was  Scarlet  Fever.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
premises  appeared  to  be  satisfactory. 

MORTALITY  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

I  now  append  the  Mortality  from  Notifiable  Diseases  since  the  Act 
came  into  operation,  and  also  the  number  of  cases  that  occurred  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

1 890 

54 

12 

•44 

1891 

193 

16 

•56 

1892 

134 

8 

•28 

1893 

200 

32 

i-i 

1894 

117 

23 

•84 

1895 

112 

6 

•22 

1 896 

153 

8 

•28 

1 

00 

50 

6 

•22 

1898 

121 

4 

•14 

1899 

216 

10 

•36 

1900 

195 

10 

•36 

1  901 

130 

6 

•204 

1902 

97 

5 

•16 

1903 

62 

5 

•16 

1904 

38 

2 

•067 

1905 

189 

9 

•307 

1906 

439 

8 

'27 

’\"ou"will  see  that  last  'sear  the  greatest  number  of  cases  was  notified 
and  ihat  the  Death  Rate  was  lowest  in  proportion. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

MEASLES. 

1  his  disease  was  imported  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  from  a 
neighbouring  district  to  Roche,  where  there  were  several  cases,  one  having 
proved  fatal.  The  Council  School  was  closed.  Later  on  a  few  cases  occurred 
at  St.  Stephens,  and  St.  Blazey  Gate  ;  but  it  did  not  further  spread,  and 
there  was  no  fatality. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  occurred  in  all  the  Districts,  and  proved  fatal  in 
six  instances.  In  St.  Austell  District  two,  Fowey  District  three,  Grampound  one. 
All  the  deaths  were  in  young  children. 

DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  occurred  in  all  the  Districts  during  the 
Summer  months,  and  proved  fatal  as  follows  : — Diarrhoea  three  deaths  :  one  in 
St.  Austell,  and  two  in  Mevagissey.  Enteritis  caused  thirteen  deaths  :  seven 
in  St.  Austell  District,  two  in  Fowey  District,  and  four  in  Grampound 
District. 

INFLUENZA. 

Influenza’ proved  fatal  in  four  instances  :  St.  Austell  District  one, 
Grampound  District  two,  and  Mevagissey  one.  Most  of  the  deaths  were  due 
to  the  after  effects  of  the  disease.  On  the  whole  the  cases  have  not  been  so 
severe,  nor  have  they  been  so  numerous  as  in  previous  years. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

You  will  perceive  that  there  have  been  twenty-seven  deaths  frorn 
Non-Notifiable  Diseases,  whilst  from  Notifiable  Diseases  there  have  been  only 
eight,  the  Non-Notifiable  being  times  more  than  the  Notifiable — the  forme/ 
being  ’gr,  the  latter  '27. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  important 
Sanitary  work  carried  out.  The  Drinking  Water  has  been  extended  and 
improved  in  several  parts  of  the  District,  also  the  Drainage  has  been  improved 
in  certain  parts  of  the  District.  Several  privies  have  been  erected,  and  a 
{;reat  number  has  been  repaired.  Our  greatest  difficulty  has  arisen  where  two 
or  more  families  use  the  same  priv}-,  and  where  families  are  large.  You  will  at 
once  see  where  the  difficulty  arises,  and  further,  one  tenant  does  not  like  to 
clean  alter  another.  Cesspits  are  gradually  being  being  done  away  with,  the 
pail  system  being  generally  used  where  there  is  no  drainage. 

1  he  drainage  of  the  Special  Drainage  District  has  been  before  your 
Council  for  several  years  [)ast,  but  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  before  long  it  will 
be  accomplished,  and  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  prove  a  great  boon  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  portion, of  the  Special  Drainage  District,  as  in  some  parts 
of  the  District  it  was  greatly  needed  to  remedy  and  abate  the  nuisances 
existing. 
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At  Treviscoe,  in  St.  Stephens  Parish,  a  New  Drain  has  been  laid 
about  three  hundred  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  drainage  and  storm 
water.  The  Water  Supply  there  has  also  had  attention,  and  I  am  hoping  that 
what  has  been  done  will  prove  satisfactory,  as  previously  it  was,  in  my 
opinion,  not  as  it  should  be. 

Fowey  Drainage  has  also  been  improved,  and  carried  out  to  low 
water.  The  drain  in  Hern’s  Yard  has  been  entirely  reconstructed,  and 
156  feet  of  ten-inch  cast  iron  pipes  laid  and  carried  to  low  water.  At  the 
Town  Quay  the  Sewer  has  been  reconstructed  by  your  authority,  the  old  pipes 
being  taken  up  and  relaid  in  a  slightly  different  direction,  which  will  no  doubt 
prove  a  great  benefit  to  the  town. 

At  Par  Lane  the  drainage  has  been  extended,  about  twelve  hundred 
feet  of  nine-inch  drain  having  beenriaid. 

Watering' Hill  :  anew  drain — six-inch — has  been  laid  about  fifteen 
hundred  feet,  with  the  necessary  lamp  holes  and  examining  chambers. 

At  Porthpean  Road  about^^three  hundred  feet  of  six-inch  drain  has 
been  laid,  and  several  new  drains  have  been  laid  down  connecting  new  houses 
with  the  Main  Sewer. 

The  inhabitants  of  Stenalees  and  Bugle  have  now  a  Water  Supply 
which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory.  This  has  been  under  consideration  for 
some  time,  and  is  now  being  carried  out.  About  one  mile  and  a  quarter  of 
four-inch  cast  iron  pipes  has  been  laid,  and  in  course  of  a  short  time  a 
Reservoir  will  be  constructed,  and  the  supply  further  extended.  At  the  source 
the  pit  has  been  filled  in,  and  the  different  supplies  piped  to  a  receiving  cistern 
— which  will  prevent  any  contamination. 

In  the  Special  Drainage  District  the  supply  at  Phernyssick  having 
failed, 'your  Authority  secured  another  stream  at  Minear  Pit,  which  so  far  has 
proved  satisfactory,  about  two  thousand  feet  of  four-inch  cast  iron  pipes 
having  been  laid. 

Several  Pumps  in  the  District  have  been  improved,  and  others 
reconstructed,  notably  at  Trelavour  in  St.  Dennis,  Trewoon  in  St.  Mewan, 
and  Pentewan  in  St.  Austell.  You  will  see  that  the  Council’s  time  has  been 
occupied  with  important  and  necessary  Sanitary  Work,  Water,  and  Drainage, 
which  are  the  two  great  essentials  to  healthy  homes  and  also  to  healthy 
inhabitants. 
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There  is  still  some  Sanitary  Work  to  be  done  in  the  districts.  Some 
is  having  attention  and  some  is  in  abeyance.  I  regret  very  much,  after  so 
many  years  consideration,  and  several  Local  Government  Bqard  enquiries,  and 
the  work  of  Committees,  that  Mevagissey  Drainage  is. abandoned,  not  because 
itjs^  unnecessary^  but  for  lack  of  funds,  the  inhabitants  being  poor,  and  their 
livelihood  uncertain  ;  but  I  hope  at  some  future  time  to  see  this  work 
earned  out. 


Roche  Water  is  still  under  consideration,  and  I  believe  some  steps 
will  be  taken  during  the  present  year  to  procure  a  supply  of  water  for  the 
village  and  neighbourhood.  I  feel  certain  that  once  this  work  is  accomplished 
the  inhabitants  will  feel  grateful  at  its  being  carried  out.  I  know  there  are 
some  difficulties  in  the  matter — but  nothing  that  cannot  be  overcome,  as  no 
village  (especially  wht  re  there  are  sewers)  can  be  sanitary  without  a  proper 
supply  ot  water  for  drinking  and  flushing  purposes. 


At  Trelyon  the  water  supply  has  been  defective,  especially  in  the 
summer  months.  Notices  have  been  served  on  the  Landlords  to  provide  a 
proper  supply  of  drinking  water  for  their  tenants.  This  is  now  under 
consideration,  and  I  am  given  to  understand  that  before  long  a  supply  will  be 
brought  through  iron  pipes  to  the  village. 

The  water  supply  of  Churclitown,  St.  Stephens,  has  also  been  under 
consideration.  Committees  have  met  and  endeavoured  to  find  a  supply  for 
this  place,  but  owing  to  the  clay  works  using  all  the  water  that  can  be 
procured,  it  is  a  difficult  matter,  and  no  satisfactory  supply  has  yet  been 
found. 


1  he  outfall  of  the  drainage  at  Tywardreath  has  been  under  consider¬ 
ation.  Several  Committees  met  and  reported  on  this  place,  but  the  owner  of 
the  property  would  not  assist  us  in  ^y,  W/ay.^  I  jCan  see  no  ,way  out  of  the 
difficulty  except  that  the  Council  adopt  compulsory  powers  and  take  it  where 
they  think  best. 

In  the  Special  Drainage  District  new  houses  are  being  rapidly  built, 
and  now  that  the  drainage  is  in  hand  it  would  be  advisable  to  consider  the 
matter  of  the  water  supply,  and  also  the  building  of  a  Reservoir  at  Trenance. 
1  he  supply  of  water  at  present  is  very  good,  but  occasionally  at  the  highest 
point  there  may  be  a  scarcity  while  others  are  drawing  at  a  lower  level. 
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HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  VISITATION. 

House  to  house  visitation  has  been  made  in  several  parts  of  the 
district.  Some  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation;  many 
others  have  been  repaired  and  put  into  a  habitable  condition.  Several  privies 
have  been  reconstructed,  and  as  far  as  possible  we  have  endeavoured  that 
each  house  had  its  own  privy,  as  we  found  where  two  families  use  the  same 
privv  they  are  scarcely  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition,  owing  to  disagreement 
among  the  tenants.  We  found  it  most  difficult  on  whom  to  serve  the 
notices. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  cases  of  overcrowding  that  have  come  under  our  notice  have 
not  been  so  numerous  as  formerly.  Those  we  had  to  deal  with  had  attention, 
and  the  families  obtained  larger  houses,  or  the  number  of  inmates  was 
lessened.  Seeing  that  among  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the 
jiast  year,  there  were  more  Workmen’s  Cottages  built  than  in  any  previous 
}ear,  we  hojie  this  will  have  the  effect  of  lessening  the  cases  of  overcrowding. 
In  some  of  the  villages  the  houses  have  been  standing  for  generations,  and  the 
primitive  way  jn  which  they  are  built  and  the  want  of  proper  sanitation  leave 
much  to  be  desired.  To  condemn  these  as  unfit  for  habitation  means  the 
abolishing  of  the  greater  number  of  cottages  in  the  villages,  and  also  the 
finding  of  homes  for  the  people  thus  deprived.  As  occasions  arise  such  houses 
are  dealt  with  in  the  best  possible  way — the  bye-laws  being  adhered  to  as  far 
as  practicable. 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

A  great  number  of  nuisances  have  been  abated  after  our  visits,  thus 
preventing  the  necessity  of  reporting  same  to  your  Council  ;  and,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  the  Notices  served  by  your  authority  on  the  owners  and  occupiers 
have  been  obeyed. 


The  Horse  Pond  at  Pentewan  having  been  complained  about  the 
matter  was  brought  before  your  Council.  At  your  request  we  met  the  Agent 
there,  who  promised  to  give  the  matter  his  attention.  Notice  boards  have 
been  fixed,  but  in  my  opinion  the  drainage  should  be  piped,  and  the 
closets  and  privies  prevented  from  discharging  into  the  said  pond. 


Biscovey  Churchyard  has  also  been  under  consideration,  but  thinking 
that  the  Parish  Council  had  a  piece  of  land  for  an  addition  to  the  existing 
Churchyard  the  matter  was  left  in  abeyance.  Owing  to  some  error  or 
misapprehension  it  appears  that  the  Parish  Council  have  no  /ocus  standi  in 
the  matter.  The  District  Council  has  now,  however,  the  power  vested  in  them, 
and  I  hope  that  some  action  will  be  taken  forthwith,  as  the  present  ground  is  full. 
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PIGGERIES. 

The  Piggeries  have  had  our  attention,  in  fact  they  have  given  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  extra  work.  The  complaints  have  been  numerous,  but 
our  great  difficulty  is  the  recurrence  of  the  nuisance.  Of  course  Notices  have 
been  served,  and  they  have  been  obeyed,  but  in  a  few  days,  especially  in  wet 
weather,  the  places  are  as  bad  as  ever. 

Another  nuisance  that  had  to  be  dealt  with  is  Soapy  Water.  In  some 
instances  it  finds  its  way  on  the  water  tables  of  the  highway  ;  at  other  places 
where  the  houses  have  no  back  doors,  or  even  gardens,  it  is  thrown  outside  the 
front  door.  Where  the  water  tables  are  not  paved  or  cemented  it  remains  there, 
and  becomes  a  nuisance,  especially  in  dry  weather.  Even  those  that  have 
gardens,  very  often,  through  neglect,  throw  the  Soapy  Water  out  in  the  road,  or 
in  front  of  their  dwellings. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  were  regularly  visited,  and  we  could  not  find 
much  fault  with  the  interiors  ;  but  ourg  reat  difficulty  has  been  with  the  surround¬ 
ings.  In  some  cases  the  houses  are  built  near  the  highway,  without  any  proper 
drainage,  and  without  a  proper  water  supply.  The  water  has  to  be  fetched  from 
long  distances  in  some  cases. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  Bakehouses  have  been  systematically  inspected  ;  the  Bye-laws 
have  been  carried  out,  and  the  former  are  regularly  limewashed  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

1  he  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  visited,  and  we  found  most  of 
them  clean  and  satisfactory.  Still  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  some  of  the 
Cowsheds,  especially  where  two  or  three  Cows  are  kept ;  but  we  found  the 
owners  willing  to  carry  out  our  suggestions. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


I  his  was  brought  to  our  notice  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  given  instructions  to  have  notices  printed  and  circulated 
in  the  district  as  to  Outworkers.  Notice  has  also  been  given  that  a  number  of 
books  and  forms  be  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  At 
present  we  are  not  aware  of  any  Outworkers  being  in  the  district. 
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We  have  regularly  visited  and  inspected  the  Workshops,  and  have  seen 
that  the  necessary  sanitary  arrangements  had  attention,  and  also  as  far  as 
possible  there  has  been  no  overcrowding — this  being  the  most  difficult  part  to 
deal  with.  Although  our  visits  have  been  surprise  visits  it  has  appeared  to  us 
that  some  of  the  inmates  were  removed.  I  need  not  say  that  this  has  been  denied 
by  the  employes.  We  have  seen  that  the  Workshops  have  been  ventilated  and 
whitewashed,  and  that  proper  means  of  escape,  in  case  of  fire,  have  been 
provided.  About  one  hundred  Workshops  of  the  various  trades  are  situated  in 
the  districts,  and  claim  a  great  deal  of  our  time  and  attention,  especially  those 
places  where  there  is  no  water  for  flushing  purposes,  and  where  we  have  to  resort 
to  privies  or  to  w.c’s  flushed  by  throwing  water  into  them. 


NEW  HOUSES. 


About  one  hundred  and  thirty  New  Houses  have  been  erected,  nearly 
all  for  the  Working  Classes,  in  the  district,  this,  as  I  said  previously,  being  the 
greatest  number  for  any  year.  This  is  satisfactory,  and  I  hope  it  will  still 
continue  in  the  same  ratio,  not  only  to  provide  for  the  increasing  population,  but 
also  that  we  may  be  able  to  close  certain  very  old  and  primitive  dwellings.  •  The 
new  houses  are  satisfactory,  provision  having  been  made  for  not  less  than  three 
bedrooms,  and  we  find  no  difficulty  in  having  the  sanitary  arrangements 
attended  to.  The  damp  courses  are  always  seen  I  y  your  Inspector  or  myself  and 
and  the  roofs  provided  with  proper  shuting  to  carry  away  the  rainfall.  The  said 
houses  are  generally  occupied  before  they  are  properly  finished,  and  often  noj: 
.quite  dry,  the  people  being  so  anxious  to  get  into  a  better  class  house. 


OTHER  SANITARY  WORK. 

The  Council’s  attention  has  been  canecf  to  several  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  which  have  been  dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner..  In  last  year’s  report 
I  referred  to  some  important  works  which  I  thought  ought  to  be  carried  out, 
viz.:;  the  Drainage  Scheme  in  the  Special  Drainage  District,  and  the  Bugle 
Water  Supply,  both  of  which  schemes,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  are  well  advanced. 
There  are  many  other  matters,  perhaps  of  not  so  important  a  nature  as  the 
foregoing,  which  the  Council  had  to  deal  with.  They  have  all  been  considered 
some  have  been  carried  out,  others  are  still  contemplated,  as  very  often 
numerous  difficulties  present  themselves.  For  instance,  the  obtaining  of  water 
for  flushing  purposes  is  not  an  easy  matter  in  clay  districts  ;  but  I  feel 
certain  that  the  Council  will  do  their  utmost  to  overcome  the  difficulties. 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  SINCE  1880. 

I  now  append  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  since  1880  ;  and  also  the 
several  Tables  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  will  be  referred  to  in 
detail  later  on  : — 


Year 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

1880 

33’9 

217 

1881 

32  9 

187 

1-882 

31-8 

15*9 

1883 

31-8 

i8‘2 

1884 

339 

19-6 

1885 

32-6 

i8-6 

1886 

33'8 

19-6 

1887 

297 

I9'5 

1888 

31-9 

17-2 

1889 

36-6 

i7’6 

1890 

31-6 

i8-8 

1891 

327 

19-4 

1892 

30*5 

15-5 

1893 

29-8 

21'4 

1894 

287 

167 

1895 

31-4 

i8'9 

1896 

31-8 

14-9 

1897 

3i'3 

167 

1898 

3I-I 

15-8 

1899 

30-6 

i8-6 

1900 

29-5 

i5'9 

(lO 


1901 

28'o4 

147 

igo2 

26  5 

14-2 

1903 

25'9 

13-2 

1904 

26-5 

14-05 

1905 

25’3 

15-3 

igo6 

26*1 

12-3 

The  Birth  Rate  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the  one  for  the  previous  year^ 
but  is  below  the  average.  The  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  since  the  Public  Health 
Act  came  into  force. 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH 

RATES 

IN  THE  SEVERAL  DISTRICTS. 

Herewith  are  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  the  several  Districts  under 
your  Authorit)-. 

ST.  AUSTELL- 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Under 

I  Year 

igoo 

32-6 

i6-5 

3-9 

igoi 

29-4 

14  6 

3-8 

1902 

26-2 

14*6 

3-7 

1903 

265 

13' 

2-5 

1904 

10 

00 

oc 

15-1 

3-6 

1905 

28-2 

16-5 

3-9 

I  gob 

28-2 

127 

3-1 

1900 

29-1 

15-3 

2-3 

1901 

25-1 

15-3 

2-8 

1902 

25-9 

13-8 

3-3 

1903 

23  9 

12-6 

1-8 

1904 

23-7 

14-9 

2 '4 

1905 

21-06 

14-4 

1-8 

1906 

22-7 

14-1 

2.08 

FOWEY— 


GRAMPOUND— 


1900 

32-4 

i7'8 

4-4 

1901 

30-5 

15-5 

3'3 

1902 

277 

i6-5 

2'6 

1903 

29’5 

14-2 

3*1 

1904 

29-0 

I3'9 

3-8 

1905 

28-3 

14*4 

4*9 

1906 

3I-I 

12-2 

2-1 

MEVAGISSEY- 

1900 

187 

13-8 

r8 

1901 

25’5 

12*6 

*75 

1902 

25-0 

io‘3 

17 

1903 

22*9 

13-6 

2“0 

1904 

20*9 

9-3 

17 

1905 

17-9 

14-8 

3-02 

1906 

i8‘g 

10*8 

1-5 

Grampound  has  the  highest  Birth  Rate,  whilst  Mevagissey  has  the 
lowest.  Fowey  has  the  highest  Death  Rate,  and  Mevagissey  the  lowest, 
St.  Austell  has  the  highest  Death  Rate  in  children  under  one  year,  and 
Mevagissey  the  lowest. 

TABLE  I. 

Table  i  shews  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years,  but  has  slightly  increased  from  the  one  for  the  previous  year. 


The  Death  Rate  is  below  the  average,  and  also  below  the  one  for  the 
previous  year.  The  deaths  under  one  year  are  below  the  average,  and  also 
below  the  one  for  the  preceding  year.  The  same  applies  to  the  rate  per  looo 
Births  registered. 


(13) 


TABLE  11. 

5t.  Austell  District. — The  Births  are  one  above  the  average  and  one 
above  tlie  previous  year  :  the  Deaths  are  considerably  below  the  average,  and  also 
below  the  one  for  the  previous  year.  The  Deaths  under  cne  year  are  also  below  the 
average,  and  below  the  previous  year. 

Fowey  District. — The  Births  are  below  the  average,  but  above  the  one 
for  the  previous  year ;  the  Deaths  are  one  above  the  average,  and  two  below  the  one 
for  the  ])receding  year.  The  Deaths  under  one  year  are  below  the  average,  but  one 
above  the  preceding  year. 

Gram  pound  District. — The  Births  are  above  the  average,  and  above 
the  one  for  the  preceding  year  :  the  Death  Bate  is  below  the  average,  and  below  the 
one  for  the  preceding  year,  'Fhe  Deaths  under  one  year  are  considerably  below  the 
average,  and  below  the  one  for  the  preceding  year. 

Mevagissey  District. — The  Births  are  considerably  below  the  average, 
but  ab  )ve  the  one  for  the  preceding  year  :  the  Death  Rate  is  below  the  average,  and 
below  the  one  for  the  preceding  year.  The  Deaths  under  one  year  are  below  the 
average,  and  also  below  the  one  for  the  previous  year. 


TABLE  III. 

Table  3  contains  the  number  of  cases  notified — the  greatest  number  of  cases 
being  in  the  Grampound  District,  3Ievagissey  being  the  lowest.  Most  of  the  cases 
were  Scarlet  Fever,  there  being  four  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  altogether.  Two 
hundred  and  sixteen  in  Grampound  District,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  in 
St.  Austell  District,  Fowc)’  District  fifty,  Mevagissey  sixteen. 


table  IV. 

Table  4  gives  the  mortality  from  all  diseases,  also  the  different  ages  and 
separate  districts.  The  notifiable  and  non- no  tillable  cases  have  previously  been 
referred  to,  4  here  were  thirty-seven  Deaths  from  Phthisis,  sixty-seven  from  Heart 
Diseases,  twenty-seven  from  Bronchitis,  and  fifteen  from  Pneumonia,  There  were 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  distributed 
as  follows  :  in  St.  Austell  District  57,  in  Fowey  District  40,  in  Grampound  District 
34,  and  in  Mevagissey  District  15.  Twenty-nine  deaths  from  Cancer  as  follows: 
St.  Austell  District  ten,  Fowey  District  seven,  Grampound  District  four,  and 
Mevagissey  eight. 


TABLE  V. 


Table  5  includes  the  Infant  Mortality — that  is  children  under  one  year  of 
a<;e.  I  have  given  each  district  separately,  from  which  you  will  see  that  thirty-seven 
cliilflren  under  one  year  died  in  Austell  iJistrict,  one  being  illegitimate  ;  sixteen 
in  F()AV(  y  District,  one  being  illegitimate;  thirteen  in  Grampound  District,  no 
illegitimate  ;  six  in  Mevagissey  District,  no  illegitimate.  St.  Austell  is  the  highest, 
there  being  twelve  deaths  from  atrophy,  which  to  some  extent  points  out  that 
the  children  had  not  been  judiciously  fed.  The  custom  appears  to  be  that  young 
children  are  frequently  given  biscuits  and  artificial  food  at  a  tender  age,  and  before 
they  are  able  to  digest  it. 


TABLE  VI. 

I  doubt  if  this  is  satisfactorily  filled  up,  as  at  present  we  have  no  list  of 
Outworkers,  but  from  the  inspections  made  I  have  completed  the  Table  as  accurately 
as  possible.  In  the  course  of  the  present  year  should  any  Outworkers  be  found  they 
will  be  reported  to  you. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  iTceixed  eveiy  consideration  from  the  Council  and 
Assistants,  and  also  from  the  other  Officers,  which  I  appreciate  very  much.  The 
sanitary  work  of  such  a  large  district  cannot  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  without 
co-operation.  On  carrying  out  laige  works  which  are  attended  with  considerable 
expenditure,  it  is  only  natural  that  differences  of  opinion  should  arise,  but  after 
due  deliberation  matters  have  proceeded  amicably.  Your  Inspector,  as  you  are  aware, 
devotes  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  work,  and  when  occasion  arises  he  willingly 
gives  extra  time,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  sanitary  matters  that  are  for  the  welfare 
of  the  district,  and  is  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  carry  out  his  duties — I  hope  to 
your  satisfaction  as  well  as  mine. 


I  am  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  MASON, 


JOHN  STEPHENS,  Esq. 


M.O.H. 


1-^  ^ 

■  •:  « 


L  ^  ■  -?■  vg:v ,:  '*  41; 

1^0 1  /  r^.  -/#  , 


%a ^ 


■•'  -•‘•itiv  ::\-u  ."''■’■sTt!* 


[i* 


5 1' v'>H  ^  ;-525S^  r. .  t{  i 

riA>#4^*iii«»  tM'^ *'"1 ,'  T/‘ .-•'  ».J 


b 


V  <fJtM'u  ‘  )/*i?V^  .  "Wiii 

-  'i"~^r  yip^ii  .*>  -JIM  •  t>t  'ir* 

r--  '  "  *  '  •  #•  ^  « 

-  -  -  ''•v 


-I'M  ijy.jH 
”  'I  •**,!  7' 

•  rvf? 

■-  w 


’;.t: 


•  ‘  t 


•,*-->  -'•  -  ■ ,  •  r;ig' . ,  _^''  ■ 

■  y  •  ■Ki.  } 


%  i. 


•'*’■ ,  < 


’^•l 


Aj^Vfc  ..;  T?,  - 

/j;  fefgffe 


-  V 


f  i 


'  ^ 


• 


/  .  1  f 


/*,  .  ■  »*  ■■ 


